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Gabriel Harvey (c1545-1630) was a well known Elizabethan writer, lecturer, and critic. Born the son of a rope-maker in Saffron-
Walden, near Cambridge, he gradually became something of a fixture at the University. In his youth Harvey knew the poet
Edmund Spenser, and was loosely associated with the literary circle around Sir Philip Sidney. Harvey became Professor of
Rhetoric at Cambridge in 1574. Harvey got in trouble in 1579 for his published correspondence with Spenser, in which he at-
tacked the Earl of Oxford in verse. Later Harvey feuded with satirists Robert Greene and Thomas Nashe in a series of pamphlets
which are remembered as the War of Words of the University Wits. After failing to receive advancement in his career, Harvey re-
tired in 1598, and spent the next 33 years in his library studying Literature Science, and Medicine.

Gabriel Harvey and Oxford

During Oxford's youth Oxford apparently was on good terms with and gave financial assistance to Gabriel Harvey, a
Cambridge Don. In 1578 the Queen visited Cambridge, accompanied by the whole Court. Harvey met the procession at
Audley End, presented verses written in their honor.

The following address, in Latin, was presented to Lord Oxford (trans. by Ward).

An heroic address to [Oxford], concerning the combined utility and dignity of military affairs and of warlike exercises.

This is my welcome; this is how | have decided to bid All Hail!

to thee and to the other Nobles.

Thy splendid fame, great Earl, demands even more than in the case of others
the services of a poet possessing lofty eloquence.

Thy merit doth not creep along the ground,

nor can it be confined within the limits of a song.

It is a wonder which reaches as far as the heavenly orbs.

O great-hearted one, strong in thy mind and thy fiery will,

thou wilt conquer thyself, thou wilt conquer others;

thy glory will spread out in all directions beyond the Arctic Ocean;

and England will put thee to the test and prove thee to be native-born Achilles.
Do thou but go forward boldly and without hesitation.

Mars will obey thee, Hermes will be thy messenger,

Pallas striking her shield with her spear shaft will attend thee,

thine own breast and courageous heart will instruct thee.

For long time past Phoebus Apollo has cultivated thy mind in the arts.
English poetical measures have been sung by thee long enough.

Let that Courtly Epistle 1 —

more polished even than the writings of Castiglione himself —

witness how greatly thou dost excel in letters.

| have seen many Latin verses of thine, yea,

even more English verses are extant;

thou hast drunk deep draughts not only of the Muses of France and ltaly,

but hast learned the manners of many men, and the arts of foreign countries.
It was not for nothing that Sturmius, 2 himself was visited by thee;

neither in France, Italy, nor Germany are any such cultivated and polished men.
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0 thou hero worthy of renown, throw away the insignificant pen, throw away bloodless books,
and writings that serve no useful purpose; now must the sword be brought into play,

now is the time for thee to sharpen the spear and to handle great engines of war.

On all sides men are talking of camps and of deadly weapons; war and the Furies are everywhere,
and Bellona reigns supreme.

Now may all martial influences support thy eager mind, driving out the cares of Peace.
Pull Hannibal up short at the gates of Britain. Defended though he be by a mighty host,
let Don John of Austria come on only to be driven home again. Fate is unknown to man,
nor are the counsels of the Thunderer fully determined.

And what if suddenly a most powerful enemy should invade our borders?

If the Turk should be arming his savage hosts against us?

What though the terrible war trumpet is even now sounding its blast?

Thou wilt see it all; even at this very moment thou art fiercely longing for the fray.

| feel it. Our whole country knows it.

In thy breast is noble blood, Courage animates thy brow, Mars lives in thy tongue,

Minerva strengthen thy right hand, Bellona reigns in thy body, within thee burns the fire of Mars.
Thine eyes flash fire, thy countenance shakes a spear;

who would not swear that Achilles had come to life again?

By 1580, Harvey had secured the patronage of the Puritan Dudley/Sidney faction and endorsed the new poetic dicta of Sidney
and Spenser. Harvey's vitriolic pen now turned against his former benefactor, expressed in the following poem (letter to
Spenser and published by him), which Harvey disingenuously disclaimed as not meant for circulation. (Three proper and
familiar letters, 1580)

i A

Speculum T ufcanifmi.

Since Galareo came in, and Tufeanifme gan viuspe,

Vanitic aboueall : Villmiezt hcf,Sgtl:ly'ncv Emprefle. )

No man,but Minion,Stowte, Lowte, Plaine,fwayne,quoth a Lordiog

No wordes but valorous,no workes but woomanifh onely.

For life Magoificoes,not a beck but gloriousin fhew,

In deede moft frivolous,nota looke but ﬂif‘qm“‘b alwayes.

His crirging fide necke, Eyer glauncing, Fifnamie fmirking,.

With ﬁi wger kiffe.and hr‘.glucmt'zn 10 Uy feosemarde.

Largebelled Ki Dublet,vakodpeafed halfc hofe, "

Straite to the dock,hike a fhirte and clofe to the britch,like adiueling.

A litdle Apifh Hatee, cowched faft to the paté,like an Oyfter,

French Camarick Ruffes,deepe with 2 watnefle; tarched to thepurpofe..

Euery one A per fe A, his termes,and braueries in Pring,

Delicate in fpeach,queynte in araye : conceited in all poyntes >

In Courtly guyles,a pafsing fingular odde man, -

For Gallantes a braue Myrrour,a Primerofe of Honour;

A Diamond for nonce,a fellowe perelefle in England.

Not the like Difiowrfer for Tongue,and head to be found out s.

Not the like refolme Man for greatand ferious affayres,

Not the like Lynx,to fpic out fecretes,and priuities of Staten

Eyedlike to Argus,Earde like to Midss,Nefd,hke to Nafo,

Wingd,like to Meraay fitftof a Thouland for to be employde,

This, nay more than this doth pratifc of Iy in one yeare,

Nonedoe I name,but fome doe 1 know,thata ofa tweluemonihs-

Hath (o perfited outly,and inly,both body,both foule,

'{ht non} forfenfeand fenfes, halfcfnutchabl: with them.

Viulrsers melling, Apes rafling .,)ght ofan Eagle,

A piders mcﬁnx.ﬂtnoLangh ofa lx]m.

Comp:undes of wiedome, witte,prowes, bountie, behauiour;

Al uc Vertues,allqualisies of body and foule :

Q@ thirice tenne hundreth thoufind times bleffed milluppy,

Blefled and happy Tramaile, Ty amailer moft blefled a ham.'
PenatibusHerrnfiis iaribufque mof frie Inguilinie:

eIl me fn god (mth,both it not te cufdently appeare,that
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Speculum Tuscanismi (1580)

Since Galateo came in, and Tuscanism gan usurp,

Vanity above all: villainy next her, stateliness Empress

No man but minion, stout, lout, plain, swain, quoth a Lording:
No words but valorous, no works but womanish only.

For life Magnificoes, not a beck but glorious in show,

In deed most frivolous, not a look but Tuscanish always.

His cringing side neck, eyes glancing, fisnamy smirking,

With forefinger kiss, and brave embrace to the footward.
Large bellied Cod-pieced doublet, uncod-pieced half hose,
Straight to the dock like a shirt, and close to the britch like a diveling.
A little Apish flat couched fast to the pate like an oyster,
French camarick ruffs, deep with a whiteness starched to the purpose.
Every one A per se A, his terms and braveries in print,
Delicate in speech, quaint in array: conceited in all points,

In Courtly guiles a passing singular odd man,

For Gallants a brave Mirror, a Primrose of Honour,

A Diamond for nonce, a fellow peerless in England.

Not the like discourser for Tongue, and head to be found out,
Not the like resolute man for great and serious affairs,

Not the like Lynx to spy out secrets and privities of States,
Eyed like to Argus, eared like to Midas, nos'd like to Naso,
Wing'd like to Mercury, fittst of a thousand for to be employ'd,
This, nay more than this, doth practice of Italy in one year.
None do | name, but some do | know, that a piece of a twelve month
Hath so perfited outly and inly both body, both soul,

That none for sense and senses half matchable with them.

A vulture's smelling, Ape's tasting, sight of an eagle,

A spider's touching, Hart's hearing, might of a Lion.
Compounds of wisdom, wit, prowess, bounty, behavior,

All gallant virtues, all qualities of body and soul.

O thrice ten hundred thousand times blessed and happy,
Blessed and happy travail, Travailer most blessed and happy.

Tell me in good sooth, doth it not too evidently appear

that this English poet wanted but a good pattern before his eyes,
as it might be some delicate and choice elegant Poesy

of good Master Sidney's or Master Dyer's

(our very Castor and Pollux for such and many greater matters)

when this trim gear was in the matching?

A comparison of the two pieces indicates that Harvey's venom was much more potent than his honey. This insult to a man of
Oxford's standing was not to be tolerated by the establishment, and Lyly launched an attack on Harvey, finally forcing from him

an apology.

Harvey's career was later ruined by increasingly intemperate quarrels, opposed equally ferociously by the gifted Thomas Nashe.
Lady Pembroke withdrew her protection from Harvey; and in 1599 Archbishop Whitgift and Bishop Bancroft ordered an immedi-
ate calling-in of various apparently objectionable publications, including an instruction that “all NASSHES and DOCTOR
HARVEYES bookes bee taken wheresoeer they maye be found and that none of theire bookes bee euer printed hereafter.” John
Davies of Hereford summed up the quarrel: "Well, God forgive them both, they did me wrong, / To make me beare their choller

spude, so long." 3

Glossary

camarick (n): cambric. Cf. Harvey Speculum.

cod-pieced (a): cod-piece attached to a doublet. Cf. Harvey Speculum (1st OED citation.
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deviling: young/small devil. Cf. Harvey Speculum.
fisnamy: physiognomy. Cf. Harvey Speculum.
inly (adv): inwardly. FS (4-3H6, H5, Temp); Cf. Harvey Speculum; Spenser Shep Cal; (anon.) Arden.

Naso: Ovid, author of the #Metamorphoses. Cf. Harvey Speculum. Harvey apparently means that Oxford has a rather large,
Roman nose, believed in those days to indicate a lascivious nature..

Notes

1. Bartholomew Clerke's Courtier, published with the patronage of Oxford, containing Oxford's "Letter to the Reader” written in
Latin.

2. In 1575 during his European travels Oxford made a special trip to Germany to visit the noted scholar Johannes Sturm.
Speaking together in Latin, the two must have gotten along well, for Sturmius later wrote to Queen Elizabeth, urging intervention
in the Spanish campaign against the low countries, and suggesting as military commander “some faithful and zealous person-
age such as the Earl of Oxford, the Earl of Leicester, or Philip Sidney.” [Ogburn, p. 682]

3. Whitgift quotation from Edward Arber, ed. A Transcript of the Registers of the Company of Stationers of London (London: pri-
vately printed, 1876), 3.677. Davies quotation from The Complete Works of John Davies of Hereford. ed. Alexander B. Grosart
(Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1878), 2:85. Both quotations in Margaret P. Hannay, Philip’s Phoenix. New York, Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 1990, p. 142.

Gabriel Harvey's battle with Nashe and Oxford

Gabriel Harvey (c1545 -1630), was a few years older than Oxford. Harvey spent most of his life in shire Essex, and must have
been keenly aware of the Vere legacy. As an elder student at Cambridge, Harvey clearly felt an intellectual superiority to Edward
de Vere (at first), though gradually succumbing to the force and fury of the younger man's poetry, prose, and drama. No wonder
he told Oxford in 1578 to put down his pen and pick up a weapon (and go die in a foreign war like a good nobleman and fightin’
Vere.)

Harvey's “Vultus Tela Vibrat" (your Look Shakes Spears) gave Oxford (I think) the idea for his famous pen-name.
| want to share with you all something interesting of which you may be unaware.

There is only one contemporary 'llustration’ of Gabriel Harvey — though it's just a woodcut image of a “generic” man, probably
cut out from a larger block. But it appeared in Nashe's caustic Have with you to Saffron-walden. Or, Gabriell Harveys hunt is up,
1596. In which Nashe claims to have created the illustration himself (doubtful in extremis) to illustrate Harvey on his way to the
Ajax (an outhouse or indoor WC). What is equally fascinating is that Nashe had the printer (Danter) set up the page so that the
toilet-attack on Harvey follows immediately Nashe's statement that Harvey had abused the Earl of Oxford! It's an amazing vis-
ual juxtaposition.
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Haue with you

tying 2 flea in a chaine, (putinthe lafl edition of the
great Chronicle) which if by anie indufirie heeceuld
atchicuc, hisownename beeing fo gengrally odious
throughout Kent and Chriftendome, heewould pre-

to Saffron-walden.

dieto beray himfel
hand of mybooke.

fently transforme & metamorphize it from Doétour

Harueyro Do&our T, (of whichflile there was afa-
mous Mufition fome tew yeres fince) refoluing as the
aft caft of his maintenaunce, altogether to liue by car-
rying that Flea like a monfter vp and downethe coun-
trey ; teachingit to doo trickes, hey comealoft Jack,
like anape ouer the chaine, If you would hauea fiea
keepe for abreeder,why
this were a ftately fiea indeede toget a brauerace of
fless on, your fly ina boxeis butadrumble.bee in c3-
parifon of it; with no expenceatall (on your chinlike
feedit,and let the chaine
downe on your breaft, like a flalegreafic Courti-
Alacke and weladay, too
was this our Poeticall Ga-
briell, whenhexameterly entranced, he cride out
O bleffed health, bleffed wealth,andblefed dbundance,
O that 1 hadthefe three for theloffé of 30.Commenfment s,
b 4 his o for i aof e o
Oihat I had this flea fortheloffe of 30.C ments,
: Pcraducnmrfl:c thinkes thus {lightly to fteale a-
wvay with a Fleain his eare,but I muft fleahis afles skin
ouer his eares a litele handfomer ere wee part. Thofe
thatbee (o difpofed to take a view of him, ere hee bee
come to the full Midlommer Moone, and raging Ce-
lentwraof his wretchednes, here letthem md

for the nunce that you mi

awitches familiar) you mi

ers chaine, with one fir
tooinconfiderately adui

luely counterfetand

of lisprofpcir_ie,.shewaswhenlwlibeldlgainﬂi‘omz
£
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portraiture, notin the pantofies

tolet fly vpow Aiax,

themurreandthe

Haue vvith youto Saf-

fron.vvalden,
OR,

Gabriell Harueys Hunt is vp.

Contdining « {{f?mcrc to the eldefe fonne
. g‘ﬁ‘t’zc alter-maker.

OR,

Nafhe his Confutation of the finfull
Dodtor,

The Mott or Pofic, inflead of Ommetalit puniinm :
Pacis fiducia munquam,
As much to fay, as | m Iwouild fpeake with

iIs594

Lord of 0xferd, butinthe

fitie, with his gowne
et (g,vpon thenewes of the going in

fingle-foald pumpes of his
czf% off, vnm‘x)fﬁng,md rea-

If youaske why I have

The picture of Gabriel put him inround hofe,that
Harney, #s hee is readie vinally wearcs Venetians?

Itis becaule I would make
him looke more dapper &
plump and round vponit,
wheras otherwife he looks
like acafe of tooth-pikes,or
a Lute pin put in afute of
apparcll. Gazevppon himn
whollift, for Ttell you Iam
not a lirtle proud of my
workmanfhip, and thoug|

Iayit, Ihaue handledit fo
neatlyand fofprightly and
withall ouzled,gidumbled,
muddled, and drizleditfo
finely, that I forbid cuer a
Hauns Boll,H asins Holbine,
or Haxns Mullier of them
all (let them bue play rrue

withthe face) toamend it of come withia fortie foote
of it. Awayaway, Blockland, T ruffer,Francis de Murre
and thewhole generation of themwill fooner catch
: ferenfcore timeserethey dooa
his thingone quarter fo mafterly. Yea (withous Xerry
mervy buffebeit fpoken) putawhole million of 7 shan.
wes Mabsfiuffes of them rogether , and theyfhallnot

handle
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Harington's Metamorphosis of Ajax (a jakes) appeared to great controversy in 1596. The Nashe book and illustration followed.
Interestingly, “Shakespeare” makes an Ajax / Jakes joke in Love's Labors Lost, printed 1598, which also may contain further
send-ups of Harvey. The 1598 LLL says that it is an improved edition. Thus, there may have been a (lost) 1st book of LLL in
1596 or 1597.

A NEVV DIS-

COVRSE OF A STALE
SVBIECT, CALLED THE
Metamorphofis of A TAX:

V¥ritten by Mishcmos, tobis friend
andcofin Pr1vosTILRPN OS.

AT LONDON,
Printed by Richard Ficld,dwelling
in the Black-fricrs..
1596



